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Date: January 7, 2021
To: Families of Santa Cruz County

Re: Addressing the Events in Washington DC

Dear Families of Santa Cruz County,

Yesterday, we watched in horror and outrage as a violent mob stormed the U.S. Capitol in a deadly effort
to disrupt the certification of the election victory of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris. It also left us with
guestions as educators and parents as to how we would help our youth and children make sense of this
assault on our democracy.

As educators, we are charged with the responsibility to educate students about the important history
that shapes current events, build their capacity for critical thinking, and inspire them to actively
participate in civic engagement to help make their communities safer and stronger. We recognize that
education is essential for our democracy. In fact, preparing the next generation of compassionate, ethical
leaders and citizens is the very reason many educators enter the profession.

These events in our nation’s Capitol have some members of our community, especially our students,
frightened, confused, and upset. Our teachers and administrators are looking at how to establish a safe
space for discussion and learning about these still evolving events today and in the weeks to follow. We
are encouraging students expressing fear or distress about what they witnessed to reach out to their
teacher, principal or counselor for support. We are also thinking about the questions parents/guardians
might have about how to talk to students about these events. We would like to share some resources to
help you with these at-home conversations.

Resources:
e  https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/talking-kids-about-attack-capitol
e  https://www.wentzville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/M002202303/Centricity/Domain/4/talkingviolence.pdf
e  https://www.mhanational.org/talking-kids-about-fear-and-violence

There are so many lessons we can learn from this dark episode. The ways in which yesterday’s event
unfolded in Washington DC reveal a striking and important discrepancy. Our children are witness to the
vast disparity between the mostly peaceful treatment of this seditious mob and this summer’s brutal
treatment of protesters standing up and speaking up for racial justice at Lafayette Park. Perhaps the
greatest lesson for our children and our nation is if you sow discontent and fear, you reap hatred and
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violence. We must continue to champion the power of education to end intolerance, disrupt systemic
inequity, and create safe spaces for dialogue, unity, and growth.

The partnership between educators and parents has been both challenged and strengthened over the
last few months of the COVID-19 pandemic. Let us come together once more as a community to ease
our children’s anxiety and remind them of their role as protectors of our democracy. As we have shown
time and time again, when our community comes together during celebration or tragedy, we thrive and
all are better because of that mutual support.

Yours in equity and education,

Laurie Bruton, Superintendent, San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District
Lorie Chamberland, Superintendent, Live Oak School District

Eric Gross, Superintendent, Pacific Elementary School District

Mike Heffner, Superintendent, Bonny Doon Union Elementary School District
Tanya Krause, Superintendent, Scotts Valley Unified School District

Michelle McKinny, Superintendent, Happy Valley Elementary School District
Diane Morgenstern, Superintendent, Mountain Elementary School District
Kris Munro, Superintendent, Santa Cruz City Schools

Maria C. Reitano, Head of School, Pacific Collegiate School

Michelle Rodriguez, Superintendent, Pajaro Valley Unified School District
Faris Sabbah, County Superintendent of Schools

Scott Turnbull, Superintendent, Soquel Union Elementary School District
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Fecha: 5 de junio de 2020
Para: familias del condado de Santa Cruz
Re: Abordar los eventos en Washington DC

Ayer, vimos con horror e indignacién cémo una turba violenta irrumpid en el Capitolio de los Estados
Unidos en un esfuerzo mortal por interrumpir la certificacion de la victoria electoral de Joe Biden y
Kamala Harris. También nos dejé preguntas como educadores y padres sobre como ayudariamos a
nuestros jévenes y nifios a dar sentido a este asalto a nuestra democracia.

Como educadores, tenemos la responsabilidad de educar a los estudiantes sobre la importante historia
que da forma a los acontecimientos actuales, desarrollar su capacidad de pensamiento critico e
inspirarlos a participar activamente en el compromiso civico para ayudar a que sus comunidades sean
mas seguras y fuertes. Reconocemos que la educacion es esencial para nuestra democracia. De hecho,
preparar a la préxima generacién de lideres éticos y compasivos es la razén por la que muchos
educadores ingresan a la profesion.

Estos eventos en el Capitolio de nuestra nacidn tienen a algunos miembros de nuestra comunidad,
especialmente a nuestros estudiantes, asustados, confundidos y molestos. Nuestros maestros y
administradores estan buscando cdmo establecer un espacio seguro para discutir y aprender sobre estos
eventos que aun estan en evolucién hoy y en las proximas semanas. Alentamos a los estudiantes que
expresan miedo o angustia por lo que estan presenciando a que se comuniquen con su maestro, director
o consejero en busca de apoyo. También estamos pensando en las preguntas que los padres / tutores
puedan tener sobre cdmo hablar con los estudiantes sobre estos eventos. Nos gustaria compartir
algunos recursos para ayudarlo con estas conversaciones en casa.

Recursos:

Recursos:
e  https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/talking-kids-about-attack-capitol
e  https://www.wentzville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/M002202303/Centricity/Domain/4/talkingviolence.pdf
e  https://www.mhanational.org/talking-kids-about-fear-and-violence

Hay tantas lecciones que podemos aprender de este oscuro episodio. Las formas en que se desarrollaron
los eventos de ayer en Washington DC revelan una discrepancia notable e importante. Nuestros nifios
son testigos de la gran disparidad entre el trato mayoritariamente pacifico de esta turba sediciosa y el
trato brutal de este verano a los manifestantes que se levantaron y defendieron la justicia racial en
Lafayette Park. Quizas la mejor leccidn para nuestros nifios y nuestra nacidon es que si siembras
descontento y miedo, cosechas odio y violencia. Debemos seguir defendiendo el poder de la educacién
para acabar con la intolerancia, interrumpir la desigualdad sistémica y crear espacios seguros para el
didlogo, la unidad y el crecimiento.
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La asociacion entre educadores y padres ha sido desafiada y fortalecida durante los ultimos meses de la
pandemia de COVID-19. Unamonos una vez mas como comunidad para aliviar la ansiedad de nuestros
nifos y recordarles su papel como protectores de nuestra democracia. Como hemos demostrado unay
otra vez, cuando nuestra comunidad se une durante una celebracidon o una tragedia, prosperamos y
todos somos mejores gracias a ese apoyo mutuo.

Con ustedes en equidad y educacién,

Laurie Bruton, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Unificado del Valle de San Lorenzo
Lorie Chamberland, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Live Oak

Eric Gross, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar del Pacifico

Mike Heffner, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Bonny Doon Union

Tanya Krause, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Unificado de Scotts Valley
Michelle McKinny, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Happy Valley

Diane Morgenstern, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Mountain

Kris Munro, Superintendente, Escuelas de la Ciudad de Santa Cruz

Maria C. Reitano, Directora, Pacific Collegiate School

Michelle Rodriguez, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar Unificado del Valle de P3jaro
Faris Sabbah, Superintendente de Escuelas del Condado

Scott Turnbull, Superintendente, Distrito Escolar de Soquel Union



